THE KING S HOENDS
was eager for Wilkes's expulsion from the House of Commons.
So the attack was met: Weymouth from his place in the Lords
stigmatized Wilkes's remarks as a breach of privilege; and his
friends in the Commons secured a ruling that Wilkes once again
had been guilty of an * insolent, scurrilous and malicious libel/
and must answer for his conduct at the Bar of the House. On
February 2nd, 1769, he was brought from prison to West-
minster ; and in the face of his accusers his insolence equalled
his courage. He was ashamed of nothing he had written: he
would repeat his words again if need arose. Hurling a fine
defiance at the House he said:
Whenever a Secretary of State shall dare to write so bloody a
scroll, I will through life dare to write such prefarory remarks, as
well as to make my appeal to the nation on the occasion.
The speeches of his friends could not save him from the fate
which was reserved for him: on the following day by a
majority of 82 votes Wilkes was expelled from the House of
Commons.
The King was delighted with the turn of events in the
Commons. On the same day that Wilkes was expelled from
the House he wrote to North:
Nothing could be more honourable for Government than the
conclusion of the Debate this Morning and promises a very proper
end of this irksome affair this Day; I cannot help at the same time
expressing some surprise at the very inconsistent part of some of
those who opposed on this Debate who had supported the day
before.
George Grenville's championship of Wilkes was certainly a
matter for surprise in view of the part which he had played in
the early attack on the demagogue.
Wilkes was not to be so easily disposed of. The Middlesex
electors resented the arbitrary interference with their choice of
member; and in the new election which was ordered they
re-elected Wilkes by an overwhelming majority. The Commons
retaliated with a resolution to the effect that the Member for
Middlesex was ineligible to sit in their House, and ordered a
fresh election. The electors refused to be browbeaten, and
Wilkes was nominated again. Who could the Government find
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